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DR. EDWARD AMEND

The Amend Group

Edward R. Amend, Psy.D., is a Clinical Psychologist at The Amend Group, and he is

licensed to practice in both Kentucky and Ohio. In his private practice in Lexington,

Kentucky, Dr. Amend focuses on the social, emotional, and educational needs of

gifted and talented youth, adults, and their families. He has worked in both private

practice and community mental health settings, as well as in consulting positions

with clinics, hospitals, schools, and other organizations. He presents locally and

nationally on topics related to the needs of gifted children. Dr. Amend is co-author

of two award-winning books: A Parent's Guide to Gifted Children and Misdiagnosis

and Dual Diagnoses of Gifted Children and Adults: ADHD, Bipolar, OCD, Asperger's,

Depression, and Other Disorders (second edition), and he has published a number of

articles, book chapters, and columns about gifted children.

DR. AMY PRICE AZANO

Virginia Tech

Dr. Amy Price Azano is an Associate Professor in the School of Education at Virginia

Tech. Her scholarship focuses on rural education and the needs of special

populations in rural communities. She uses a critical pedagogy of place to examine

curricular opportunities for students, as well as rural stereotype threat and gifted

education. She is the co-Principal Investigator of Promoting PLACE (Place, Literacy,

Achievement, Community, and Engagement) in Rural Schools, a five-year, $1.9 million

U.S. Department of Education grant designed to support gifted education programs

in high-poverty rural communities. Her previous academic appointment was at the

University of Virginia’s National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented where

she worked as a research scientist and project manager on two federally funded

grants. Dr. Azano serves on the executive committee for the Rural Education SIG of

the American Educational Research Association, is a member of the Rural Education

International Research Alliance, co-director of the Rural School-Community

Partnership Research Consortium, and serves on the editorial boards for the Journal

of Research in Rural Education and the Rural Educator. She has written several book

chapters, co-authored a curriculum series with Prufrock Press, and regularly publishes

in national and international peer-reviewed journals.

GINGER LEWMAN

ESSDACK

Ginger Lewman is a national consultant & keynote speaker with ESSDACK, a non-

profit education service center based in Hutchinson, Kansas. Her high-energy

keynotes inspire educators to think differently about kids and learning. Her workshops

help all levels of educators figure out the tough daily work of Project/Problem Based

Learning, Makerspaces in school, technology integration, and working with gifted &

high-ability learners. She’s deeply passionate about helping educators rethink and

revise what teaching and learning can be in today’s (and tomorrow’s) world.
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LAURA BELTCHENKO

Author, Literacy Advocate, NAGC Administrator of the Year

Laura Beltchenko is a veteran educator with a passion for student motivation and

engagement in all things literacy. Her career in public education includes classroom

teacher, reading specialist, as well as teacher and coordinator of gifted programs.

Her public education career culminated as an associate superintendent for

curriculum and instruction for a K-12 school district. Now in her “encore career”, she

is committed to the professional learning of teachers supporting the implementation

of best practice literacy instruction. Laura believes in the use of high-quality

children’s literature as a vehicle to support both the cognitive and affective

development of all ages of students. She was awarded the Illinois North Suburban

Library System Library Advocate of the Year for her advocacy of school and public

libraries and was also named the Lake County Illinois Innovative Educator by the

Illinois Principals Association. As an advocate for literacy development for teachers

and administrators, she held the post of president of the Illinois Suburban Council of

the International Reading Association (SCIRA) for 4 years. She is also an active

member of the Illinois Reading Council and writes a quarterly column in the IRC

Journal entitled, Talent, Ability and Potential: TAPing into the Needs of Advanced and

Gifted Literacy Learners. She is also very involved with the Illinois Association for

Gifted Children (IAGC) and National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) and

was awarded Administrator of the Year by NAGC for her advocacy of academically

talented children. She is currently the Chairman of the Illinois State Board of

Education, Gifted Education Advisory Council and a past Professional Development

Chair of the Illinois Association of Title I Directors. She is a proud member of the

Friends of the Center for Teaching Through Children’s Books at National Louis

University. She served on the Libertyville District #70 Board of Education for 24 years

and is currently a Board of Trustee member for Lincoln College in Lincoln, Illinois.

Laura is an invited presenter at state and national conventions and conferences on

topics such as balanced literacy, gifted education, children’s literature and inquiry-

based learning. She writes a quarterly article on gifted education for the Illinois

Reading Council Journal, Talent Ability and Potential. Her chapter, “Picture Book

Essentials and the English Language Arts” can be found in the book Accelerating

and Extending Literacy for Diverse Students, 2015. 

DR. VIRGINIA BURNEY

Ball State University

Virginia Burney, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of Educational Psychology

where she directs the licensure program in gifted education, and Kristie Speirs

Neumeister, Ph.D., also teaches graduate level courses in this program. Kristie and

Ginny have served as consultants for many years to both state departments and

individual school districts nationwide in the area of gifted education. They are both

past presidents of the Indiana Association for the Gifted and have won awards from

the National Association for Gifted Children for research (Kristie) and advocacy on

behalf of gifted children (Ginny). They are the authors of several books on gifted

program evaluation, perfectionism, gifted program development, and gifted

education.
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DR. RONALD A. BEGHETTO

Arizona State University

Ronald A. Beghetto, Ph.D., is an internationally recognized expert on creative

thought and action in education. He is the Pinnacle West Presidential Chair and

Professor in Teacher Education at Arizona State University. Dr. Beghetto is a

creativity advisor for the LEGO foundation, editor for the Journal of Creative

Behavior, and a Fellow of the American Psychological Association. His most recent

books are: What if? Building Students’ Problem Solving Skills Through Complex

Challenges (ASCD) and Beautiful Risks: Having the Courage to Teach and Learn

Creatively (Rowman & Littlefield). Prior to joining the ASU faculty, Dr. Beghetto

served as professor and Director of Innovation House at the University of

Connecticut. More information about Dr. Beghetto can be found at his website:

www.ronaldbeghetto.com.

DR. HEATHER CARMODY

Researcher, Mathematics Teacher

Heather Gramberg Carmody is a middle school mathematics teacher at a private

school in Indianapolis. She teaches grade-level and advanced courses. She has

taught for 20 years, with earlier experience in public middle schools. Her Master’s

degree is in Special Education from the University of Illinois. She earned her Ph.D.

from the Gifted Education Research Institute at Purdue University. Her dissertation

research looked at students’ emotions and attitudes about mathematics. Dr.

Carmody has presented at conferences for the National Association for Gifted

Children, the National Council for Teachers of Mathematics, and others. Her current

research interests are how students’ attitudes about mathematics can be positively

influenced by their teachers and curriculum.

DR. JENNIFER RITCHOTTE

University of Northern Colorado

Jennifer Ritchotte, Ph.D., is an associate professor of gifted education at the

University of Northern Colorado (UNC). She teaches undergraduate and graduate-

level courses in both special education and gifted education. She is also the director

of the Center for Gifted and Talented Education at UNC. Her research primarily

examines the cognitive and affective needs of at-risk gifted student populations.

Prior to completing her Ph.D. in special education with an emphasis in gifted

education, Jennifer was a middle and secondary language arts teacher. Her years

teaching language arts to gifted seventh graders, in particular, inspired her

advocacy in gifted education.  Jennifer is also the mother of two gifted children. Her

experiences as a parent have also informed her work in the field and motivated her

to help other parents understand the unique learning needs of their gifted children.
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DR. MARY RUTH COLEMAN

North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Mary Ruth Coleman, Ph.D., is a Senior Scientist, Emeritus, at the FPG Child

Development Institute, at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She directs

Project U-STARS-PLUS (Using Science, Talents and Abilities to Recognize Students –

Promoting Learning in Underrepresented Students).  Her projects have included:

ACCESS (Achievement in Content and Curriculum for Every Student’s Success), a

National Significance Project funded by OSEP and applications of RtI for young

children through the Recognition & Response Project sponsored by the Emily Hall

Tremaine Foundation.  Dr. Coleman has numerous publications including the 14th

Edition of the seminal textbook, “Educating Exceptional Children” by Samuel A. Kirk,

James J. Gallagher, Mary Ruth Coleman (2015).  She has served three terms (9 years)

on the Board of Directors for The Association for Gifted (TAG), one of which she was

President; three terms (9 years) on the Board of the National Association for Gifted

Children (NAGC); and two terms (6 years) on the Board of Directors for the

International Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  She was president of the CEC

in 2007.

DORIS FULWIDER

High Ability Consultant, Teacher

Doris Fulwider has many years of teaching experience in a primary self-contained

gifted classroom. Doris also spends time as an independent high ability consultant,

providing professional development for K-5 high ability teachers across the state in

the areas of math education, higher order thinking skills, and differentiation. Doris

has presented summer math workshops sponsored by the IDOE Office of High Ability

Education and was a unit writer for the Indiana High Ability English Language Arts

curriculum project. Doris is a regular presenter at IAG and received the 2016 IAG

Outstanding Teacher of the Gifted award. Doris earned both a master’s degree in

elementary education and a gifted and talented license from Purdue University. Doris

is currently teaching second grade at Sycamore School in Indianapolis, while also

working toward an advanced degree in curriculum and instruction with a

concentration in mathematics education. In the near future, Doris wants to create

and publish curriculum materials for primary high ability learners in the area of

mathematics, focusing specifically on the beauty inherent in the subject that is often

overlooked in the elementary classroom. It has become her mission to promote

positive attitudes in our youngest mathematicians (and their teachers) before

needless aversions develop.
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BRANDON WRIGHT

Thomas B. Fordham Institute

Brandon Wright is the Editorial Director of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute. He is the

co-author of two books: Failing our Brightest Kids: The Global Challenge of

Educating High-Ability Students (with Chester E. Finn, Jr.) and Charter Schools at the

Crossroads: Predicaments, Paradoxes, Possibilities (with Chester E. Finn, Jr. and

Bruno V. Manno). His writing has appeared in places like the Wall Street Journal, the

Washington Post, U.S. News, the New York Daily News, the New York Post, National

Review, Newsweek, Education Next, Education Week, Phi Delta Kappan, the Journal

of School Choice, and dozens of state newspapers. He holds a J.D. from American

University Washington College of Law and a B.A. from the University of Michigan.

DR. KRISTIE SPEIRS NEUMEISTER

Ball State University

Kristie Speirs Neumeister, Ph.D., is a professor in the Department of Educational

Psychology where she directs the licensure program in gifted education, and Virginia

Burney, Ph.D., also teaches graduate level courses in this program. Kristie and Ginny

have served as consultants for many years to both state departments and individual

school districts nationwide in the area of gifted education. They are both past

presidents of the Indiana Association for the Gifted and have won awards from the

National Association for Gifted Children for research (Kristie) and advocacy on

behalf of gifted children (Ginny). They are the authors of several books on gifted

program evaluation, perfectionism, gifted program development, and gifted

education.

DR. ELLEN HONECK

Denver Public Schools, Author

Ellen I. Honeck, Ph.D., is currently an Academic Program Manager for the Gifted and

Talented Department in Denver Public Schools.  She previously worked with The Knox

School of Santa Barbara, The Gifted and Talented Academy at Laurel Springs

School, and Nasri Gifted Academy.  She has been involved in the field of gifted

education for over 20 years in various roles as a classroom teacher, administrator,

gifted specialist, curriculum developer, consultant, adjunct professor, and Associate

Director of a Gifted Education Institute. She is actively involved with the National

Association of Gifted Children, serving as an At-Large Member of the Board of

Directors and member of the Whole Child Task Force, Special Schools and Programs

and Early Childhood Networks, and received the 2016 NAGC President’s Award. Her

doctoral degree is in the area of Curriculum and Instruction with a cognate in Gifted

Education from the University of Denver. She has authored Teaching Gifted Children

in Today’s Preschool and Primary Classrooms designed for teachers and parents,

“Let’s Play!, Around my House!, and Let’s Go to the Market! all part of the “Smart

Start Series” for parents and caregivers, Teacher Compendium for Human Rights

Education and various integrated curriculum units and journal articles.
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DR. JANN LEPPIEN

Whitworth University

Jann Leppien, Ph.D., is the Margo Long Endowed Chair in Gifted Education and

Professor in Graduate Studies in Education at Whitworth University. Whitworth's

Center for Gifted Education supports policies that encourage the diverse

expressions of gifts and talents and offers a Gifted Education Specialty

Endorsement and Master of Arts in Teaching: Emphasis in Gifted and Talented

programs. She has taught in the field of education for over 40 years, working as a

classroom teacher, enrichment specialist and coordinator of a Schoolwide

Enrichment Model program in Montana, and a research assistant for The National

Research Center on the Gifted and Talented (NRC/GT). She is the co-author of The

Multiple Menu Model: A Practical Guide for Developing Differentiated Curriculum,

and The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop High Potential and Challenge High-

Ability Students, and 8 other books focusing on the design of curriculum. She has

served on the board of the National Association for Gifted Children and currently

serves on the Gifted Advisory Board for Washington and the 2e Center for Research

and Professional Development for 2e students. She is President of Edufest, a summer

institute in gifted education (www.edufest.org). She provides professional

development in the areas of identification, gifted program services, and advanced

curriculum design.

DR. TAMRA STAMBAUGH

Vanderbilt University

Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., is the Executive Director of Programs for Talented Youth

and an Associate Research Professor at Vanderbilt University. Stambaugh’s research

interests include students living in rural settings, students of poverty, and curriculum

and instructional interventions that promote gifted student learning. She is the co-

author/editor of several books, book chapters, articles, and curriculum units

including Comprehensive Curriculum for Gifted Learners: Overlooked Gems: A

National Perspective on Low-Income Promising Students, the Jacob’s Ladder Reading

Comprehension and Affective Series, Serving Gifted Students in Rural Settings

(Legacy Award Winner), the GCQ special issue on students from low income

households, and The Vanderbilt Programs for Talented Youth Award Winning

Curriculum. Stambaugh frequently provides keynotes, workshops, and consultation to

school districts nationally and internationally. She currently serves on the National

Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) board and has held appointments on

multiple NAGC committees over the past 15 years.



A THANK YOU  TO OUR
PARENT NIGHT
SPONSORS Sunday, December 8, 2019



A THANK YOU  TO OUR
PARENT NIGHT
SPONSORS Sunday, December 8, 2019



SUNDAY SCHEDULE
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DR. EDWARD AMEND

The Amend Group

Edward R. Amend, Psy.D., is a Clinical Psychologist at The Amend Group, and he is licensed to

practice in both Kentucky and Ohio. In his private practice in Lexington, Kentucky, Dr. Amend

focuses on the social, emotional, and educational needs of gifted and talented youth, adults,

and their families. He has worked in both private practice and community mental health

settings, as well as in consulting positions with clinics, hospitals, schools, and other

organizations. He presents locally and nationally on topics related to the needs of gifted

children. Dr. Amend is co-author of two award-winning books: A Parent's Guide to Gifted

Children and Misdiagnosis and Dual Diagnoses of Gifted Children and Adults: ADHD, Bipolar,

OCD, Asperger's, Depression, and Other Disorders (second edition), and he has authored or

co-authored a number of articles, book chapters, and columns about gifted children.

TIME: 6:00 PM
LOCATION: ROOM 201

 

 



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
DAY 1 Monday, December 9, 2019

DAY 

BREAKFAST IS AT YOUR LEISURE; COFFEE, TEA, AND WATER WILL BE SERVED AT ALL-DAY STATIONS

 

 MONDAY: IAG BUSINESS MEETING @ 4:00 PM            
LOCATION: ROOM 101

 

 

TICKETED SESSION                       8:30 AM-10:00 AM

 
BREAK/VISIT VENDORS                10:00 AM-10:20 AM

 

BREAKOUT ONE                            10:20 AM-11:15 AM

 

LUNCH                                          11:30 AM-1:30 PM

 

BREAK/VISIT VENDORS                11:15 AM-11:30 AM

  

BREAKOUT TWO                            1:45 PM-2:40 PM

 

BREAK/VISIT VENDORS                1:30 PM-1:45 PM

  

BREAKOUT THREE                         2:50 PM-3:45 PM

 

BREAK/VISIT VENDORS                2:40 PM-2:50 PM

 

DAY 1 Tuesday, December 10, 2019

DINNER IS AT YOUR LEISURE

 

 

 

DAILY SPECIAL BUSINESS             

 

 

 

 

THE VENDOR AREAS WILL BE OPEN THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE AND WE
INVITE EVERYONE TO VISIT!

 

 



BREAKFAST OPTIONS
DAY 1 Monday, December 9, 2019

BREAKFAST IS ON YOUR OWN; COFFEE, TEA, AND WATER WILL BE SERVED AT ALL-DAY STATIONS

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

DAY 1 Tuesday, December 10, 2019

2 FOOD TRUCKS ARE AVAILABLE TO OUR GUESTS FROM 7:00 AM-8:30 AM AT THE SOUTH DOORS
ON THE WHITE RIVER BALLROOM FLOOR. CASH AND CHARGE CARDS ACCEPTED.  

 

 

 

 

 

LEAF AND VINE MARKET
DOWNTOWN MARRIOTT

 
STARBUCKS

JW MARRIOTT

 

THE BISTRO
COURTYARD MARRIOTT

 

STARBUCKS
DOWNTOWN MARRIOTT

 

OSTERIO PRONTO
JW MARRIOTT
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DORIS FULWIDER                                               LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Math Craft: A Math-Meets-Art Experience

Are you looking for a way to reach beyond the limitations of a traditional elementary curriculum to ignite curiosity and

inspire a love of mathematics in all of your young high ability students and, at the same time, effortlessly decorate your

classroom with meaningful student artwork? If so, this session is for you! Explore exciting branches of mathematics not

typically part of the elementary mathematics curriculum, including graph theory, fractal geometry, topology, and

number theory - all while folding, drawing, cutting, coloring, and sewing. Among other activities, participants will

reason mathematically as they color squiggle maps, draw and design fractal flowers of life, fold and cut mind-

boggling shapes, morph doughnuts, and stitch stars. Activities will be interactive and hands-on, and relevant resources

will be shared. Get your creative juices flowing and discover, alongside your students, what a beautiful subject

mathematics is!

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

TAMRA STAMBAUGH                                  LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

From Fluff-N -Stuff to Rigor-and-Relevance: Definitions and Models for
Differentiating Instruction and Developing Expertise

Is what you are teaching different or differentiated? "Fluffy" or Challenging? How do you know? How do you develop

expertise in different content areas or create rigorous yet engaging and interesting activities for your academically

advanced learners? In this session, we will discuss definitions and examine models for differentiating instruction for our

gifted learners and practice using the models to add depth, complexity, creativity, and abstractness to our lessons in

rigorous and relevant ways.

HEATHER CARMODY                                             LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Improving Student Motivation in Mathematics

Do students see mathematics as a puzzle and welcome challenge, or is it something to be avoided and endured?

Students’ affect and motivation, their attitudes, emotions and beliefs have been a part of mathematics education and

gifted education research for more than 40 years. This session will present theories of affect to help frame the

experiences of many of our students (Chamberlin, 2011; MacLeod, 1989; Sheffield, 2010). Participants will hear

summaries of research on adolescents’ affect and specifically the influence of teachers (Bandura, 1997; Carmody,

2017; Gentry, Steenbergen-Hu, & Choi, 2011; McCoach & Siegle, 2003). At least half of the session will be spent

discussing strategies teachers can use to improve student motivation. These include: opportunities for student choice,

intentional reflection on progress, open-ended mathematics, and more. Strategies from recent work linking teaching to

brain research (Whtiman & Kelleher, 2016) as well as mindfulness (Srinivasan, 2014) will be included. Participants will

leave with strategies to try in their classrooms and resources for further research.

TICKETED SESSION
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JANN LEPPIEN                                                         LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Designing Curriculum for Advanced Thinking Using the Parallel Curriculum Model

Calling all curriculum "geeks!" This session will examine how the Parallel Curriculum Model guides teachers in designing

a quality unit of study that can challenge advanced learners and address required standards. Learn how the focus of

each parallel of the model provides another lens to push students' understanding of the big ideas of a discipline, as

well as, how to use a variety of lesson components that can aid in creating engaging and effective learning

experiences. Bring ideas for a topic you would like to develop into an exemplary unit to use with your students or a unit

you want to revise and see how this model provides a structure that enhances students' learning.

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

KRISTIE SPEIRS NEUMEISTER/VIRGINIA BURNEY 
                                                                                  LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Addressing Social and Emotional Characteristics and Needs

There is more to giftedness than cognitive precocity.  Gifted students bring unique social and emotional

characteristics to the learning environment that need to be understood and respected to maximize their psychological

well-being and academic development.  In this session, presenters will share common social and emotional

characteristics and potential issues they may cause.  Strategies and tips for addressing these needs in the classroom

will be shared.

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Selecting and Utilizing Multicultural and Culturally Relevant Picture Books to
Understand Ourselves and Others

We live in a diverse and ever-changing global society. Heighten global awareness through quality picture books and

informational narrative texts will be the lens of this presentation. Together, we will explore a plethora of books that will

support how our learners perceive themselves and others in the world in which we live. Together we will explore how

noted picture book authors and illustrators create transparency in children's literature through "mirrors, windows, and

sliding glass doors", (Sims-Bishop, 1990) and disrupt stereotyping and inappropriate depictions of history. We will

discuss funds of knowledge, bias and sensitivity, as well as how to select appropriate juried multicultural and culturally

relevant picture books for advancing classroom instruction. A host of books will be available to review as well as

websites and curated bibliographies to support classroom and school libraries.

GINGER LEWMAN                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Breaking the Cycle of Trauma in Our Kids and in Our Schools

We know that the effects of trauma cut across all boundaries into all communities, whether or not we recognize it. And

it’s having a profound impact on the quality of life of our kids and our teachers. Let’s dig a little deeper into specific

tools, resources, and strategies that we can use right now to make a difference.

TICKETED SESSION
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MARY RUTH COLEMAN                                       LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

Time is Up: Gifted Students from Culturally or Linguistically Different and/or
Economically Disadvantaged Families

Mindset Matters: am I “at risk” or “at potential.”  This session will address ways that we can recognize and nurture

potential in gifted students who have been historically overlooked.  We will look at our current understanding of

“intelligence” and what this means in terms of using authentic ways to identify students' strengths.  See me: I am here

in your classrooms.  We will explore the difference between recognition and identification – and the special need to

address the outstanding abilities of students from economically disadvantaged and culturally/linguistically different

families.  Reach me: I deserve to be challenged! The five components of U-STARS-PLUS (Using Science Talents and

Abilities to Recognize Students -Promoting Learning in Under-served Students, Jacob Javits Grant) will be described as

key pillars for change. An action planning template will guide final discussions taking the talk to the walk – because

time is up!!!

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

EDWARD AMEND                                                 LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Worry and the Gifted: How Much Is Too Much?

How likely is the gifted child or adolescent to worry or experience anxiety? Are they more likely to worry than the

typical child or adolescent? There is conflicting evidence about these questions, and this session explores the

prevalence of worry and other forms of anxiety in the general population and among the gifted. The types and

severities of anxiety, from every day worry and mild perfectionist tendencies to generalized anxiety and obsessive-

compulsive thoughts and behaviors, are also reviewed. Case examples are used to highlight the ways worry can

manifest itself in the gifted child and adolescent. Tips for management are reviewed.

ELLEN HONECK                                                       LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Why? Why? Why? Asking High Level Questions to Promote Critical and 
Creative Thinking

As educators, sometimes it is difficult to decide what questions are best to ask students to promote continued

engagement with a topic. In this session, various types and purposes of questions will be discussed in order to foster

meaningful differentiation. Strategies using higher level Blooms Taxonomy, Depth of Knowledge, Critical Thinking tools,

creative thinking strategies, Sandra Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Framework, and Hilda Taba’s questioning tools will

be introduced and curriculum examples shared. Specific questioning techniques and stems will be provided to use with

ANY topic. As children today have access to an immense amount of information, it is imperative that educators know

how to promote problem-solving skills. Utilizing appropriate questioning techniques is essential for higher-level

thinking.  Participants will walk away with guidance and the opportunity to create a personalized questioning tool.

Imagine the possibilities of asking quality questions in every classroom and across all content areas!

TICKETED SESSION
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AMY PRICE AZANO                                                      LOCATION: ROOM 209

Promoting PLACE in Rural Schools

There are both achievement and opportunity gaps for low-income students when compared to their economically

advantaged peers; and, for rural students, these gaps may be even more pronounced. This session will provide an

overview of work in a 5-year, $1.9 million Jacob K. Javits grant focused on gifted education in underrepresented and

high-poverty rural schools. To address issues of under-identification of gifted students in rural settings, and to

investigate ways to maximize achievement, Promoting PLACE established an alternative process for identifying gifted

students in rural schools and created an intervention based on units utilizing place-based pedagogy within the

validated CLEAR Curriculum Model. This session will discuss how “place” informed every aspect of the research: design,

theory, identification, curriculum, fidelity of implementation, communication with participants, data collection and

analysis—as well as the challenges and successes with augmenting the pool of identified students, and engaging

teachers in implementing the curriculum. Additionally, this presentation will examine the limitations of evidence-based

practice as the foundational philosophy undergirding educational policy, particularly for rural schools and present

practice-based evidence as a socially just alternative in rethinking evidence within diverse and unique boundaries.

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

JENNIFER RITCHOTTE                                         LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Professional Learning Strategies for Seeing and Serving Underserved Gifted
Students

Giftedness can be found in all student populations, including students from all socioeconomic, ethnic, and cultural

populations. In this session, professional learning strategies for seeing, understanding, teaching, and challenging

underserved gifted learners will be shared. Additionally, you will identify professional learning priorities for supporting

underserved gifted learners at your school and create a personalized action plan that can be implemented

immediately.

TICKETED SESSION



THANK YOU IAG ADVERTISERS!



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019
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DORIS FULWIDER                                               LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Magical Maths: Stretching the Standards

Bring a sense of joy, wonder, and intrigue to your elementary math class by incorporating math magic! Using simple

and everyday materials, students can learn how to perform mind-boggling tricks that will amaze and astound their

friends and families. Better yet, students will challenge themselves to understand the variety of underlying math

concepts on which these tricks are based. Activities in this session will be interactive, and relevant resources will be

shared. Get ready to wave your magic wand; math has never been so entertaining!

 

10:20 AM-11:15 AM

MONICA PLANTAN                                                LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Forty Ideas to Prepare Gifted Writers for the Future

It is a balancing act for teachers to provide appropriate writing challenges for gifted students while supporting the

necessary risk-taking for improvement. In this session, we'll examine 40 (or more) ideas that foster critical thinking and

lead to evidence-based writing applicable to all content areas. Writing models, annotation strategies, assessment

tools, and a writers' workshop format will be discussed. G/T classroom-tested resources and student samples will be

shared to help cultivate future writers.

BREAKOUT ONE

VALERIE JOHSE-VENDOR                                      LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Inquiring Minds Want to Know - Inquiry and Mathematics

Take your mathematically talented students to higher levels through effective use of an inquiry approach. Design

student learning beginning with an engaging activity that leads to mathematical questions for students to investigate,

communication with their peers, and mathematical discoveries that students understand and remember. Why does that

number card trick work? How are the digits of numbers related to whether or not you can create a palindrome in one

step? Why is the product smaller than the factors when multiplying decimals? Challenge your students to think beyond!

TAMRA STAMBAUGH                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Integrating Affective Needs with English Language Arts Curriculum Standards

The importance of affective needs as part of a talent development framework are critical to one’s future trajectory.

Affective skills that support academic risk taking, developing excellence, overcoming adversity, and regulating

emotions can be taught and integrated within a language arts curriculum. In this session, we will examine the new

Jacob’s Ladder affective ladder framework and apply this framework to common affective components that promote

talent development. After several examples have been shared, be prepared to apply the new ladder frameworks to

specific provided prompts or your own curriculum.



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

AMY PRICE AZANO                                               LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Designing a PLACE-Based Clear Curriculum

Guided by research from a 5-year grant focused on supporting gifted education in high-poverty rural schools, this

workshop will focus on the philosophical tenets of the CLEAR Curriculum (differentiated instruction, depth and

complexity, school wide enrichment) and how the grant revised the CLEAR Curriculum to make it place-based for rural

learners. This session will provide a hands-on look at designing place-based curricula for a variety of learners in diverse

settings using the foundational aspects of the CLEAR Curriculum.

 

10:20 AM-11:15 AM

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Using Children's Literature to Address the Social and Emotional Needs of Young
Gifted Children

In this picture book rich session, we will explore text that can engage and support social and emotional growth in

school and in the home. Today's educators promote both the cognitive as well as the affect domains of students with

the goal of educating the "whole child".  Through story characters and their behavioral traits, we will take a view of

authors overarching book themes and the light and heavy messages picture books share.  Questioning and read aloud

techniques will be explored, as well as ideas for healthy philosophical book discussions.  A bibliography will be

provided to support immediate transfer into classroom practice.

BREAKOUT ONE

BETH SMITH & JOAN BELSCHWENDER-VENDOR           

                                                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

INSPIRING Gifted Students through Service-Learning

Service-learning is a natural vehicle for inspiring students to discover their passions, explore their interests, engage in

content and civic involvement, exercise their voice and choice, and make a difference in the community while

engaging in their curriculum with real-world application. Participants will discover connections to existing curriculum

and to key educational objectives and initiatives like critical thinking, blended learning, social-emotional skills,

leadership skills, and civic engagement through utilization of the free website resources that will be explored in the

session.

ELLEN HONECK                                                      LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

What do you want to learn?  Utilizing Independent Research Projects to Differentiate
Standards

Independent research projects provide gifted students the opportunity to delve into a topic of personal interest, make

learning meaningful, and understand the complexities of a topic.  Unfortunately, independent projects can be used as

a way to keep the child busy.  This session will focus on turning these projects into high quality meaningful curriculum

utilizing a structure that ensures standards are addressed while incorporating best practices for gifted learners.  When

projects are differentiated to meet the student’s individual needs and interest, student engagement increases. Various

structures for teachers and students, suggestions for facilitation of projects, and student projects will be shared.



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

HEIDI SCHULER JONES & SUE SCHULER-VENDOR         

                                                                                LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Exploring Math Concepts with Games

Participants will learn ways to implement differentiated instruction and experiential learning through our original multi-

level math games, developed by educators for educators. We’ll take a look at our first math game, MUGGINS!, which

has been recognized on Dr. Jo Boaler’s YouCubed.org site as one of eight apps or games for teaching math visually

and conceptually without an emphasis on speed. We’ll explore whole numbers, fractions, and integers, talk about the

social benefits of the games, and unpack the math content embedded in each.

 

10:20 AM-11:15 AM

JULIE FRIZZI-VENDOR                                   LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

Social Emotional Lessons with a Yoga Twist

Students are experiencing anxiety and stress at higher levels than ever before. Together, we will discuss and practice

simple techniques to bring mindfulness into your school setting. Feel stress leave your body by participating in

breathing, stretching, positive self-talk, and powerful stories. Participants will discover mindful classroom management

tools, demonstrate different breathing and stretching strategies to light up learning, and learn how to create an

Emotion Regulation Room.

BREAKOUT ONE

JENNIFER RITCHOTTE                                         LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

The Progression of Less Support: Why Gifted Students Drop Out

Dropping out of school represents the culmination of a process that begins long before a student enters high school. It

is estimated that a quarter of students with high potential leave school without a high school diploma. What if

caregivers and educators understood their reasons for this decision and could identify ways to prevent this from

happening or alternate paths that would still lead to successful outcomes? In this session, recent research findings will

be shared to help shed light on this phenomenon.

MEG STRNAT                                                      LOCATION: ROOMS 204-205

Embrace Outdoor Learning: 10 Ways to Use Nature Walks to Increase Student Whole
Being and Achievement

Change the way you teach to include daily nature experiences on your school grounds (even if it seems nothing is

there!). Teaching students how to live a nature-rich life improves physical health, mental health, creativity, and the

feeling of being fully alive according to Richard Louv. He also says that scientific research indicates nature can

improve ADHD, temper, depression and/or anxiety, reduce obesity, boost immune systems, reduce violence, and…raise

standardized test scores. Walk away with many ways to easily engage your students on daily walks while growing

student whole being. The experiences can easily connect to your curriculum and Indiana academic standards.  High

ability students ask me first thing every day whether we’re doing a nature walk. Give your students a daily dose of

Vitamin N (Nature)!

LUNCH DOORS OPEN AT 11:30 AM 

PLEASE DO NOT GATHER NEAR THE DOORS DUE TO FIRE CODES



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

LOCATION: WHITE RIVER BALLROOM

 

 

 

11:30 AM-1:30 PM

AWARDS                      

IAG Gifted Leadership Award: Dr. Mary Giesting and Patrick Cooney, Plainfield Community Schools

The Indiana Association for the Gifted annually presents a Leadership Award to an individual(s) (parent, teacher,

coordinator, administrator, legislator, other) whose exemplary leadership and outstanding contribution to gifted

education has positively influenced Indiana’s children, teachers, schools, programs, and/or policies.

LUNCH

                    

 

                    

IAG Service Award: Monica Plantan, Ball State University

The Indiana Association for the Gifted takes great pride in honoring leadership in the IAG which has promoted

educational opportunities for Gifted students.                     

IAG Distinguished Student Award: Middle School, Eden Hammond, Wayne Township; 

Elementary School, Madison Brown, Sycamore School

The Indiana Association for the Gifted would like to recognize students who have demonstrated distinguished

achievement in academics, leadership, or the arts. These awards are designed to inspire students to achieve, as well

as highlight the distinct accomplishments and educational needs of gifted students. Each recipient will be awarded

$250.

BRANDON WRIGHT                                                             KEYNOTE ADDRESS           

Challenging and Supporting our High-Ability Learners

Brandon Wright will present the case for increased efforts in the American educational system to raise the level of

challenge and preparation for high ability learners. Every day, educators and school leaders are doing difficult and

important work trying to educate all students in the system in which they must operate—but it's a system that has long

failed to meet the needs of bright students with abundant potential, especially the disadvantaged children among

them. Fortunately, there are steps we can take at every level to fix this and finally give these pupils the education they

deserve.

 

 

Brandon Wright is the Editorial Director of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute. He is the

co-author of two books: Failing our Brightest Kids: The Global Challenge of

Educating High-Ability Students (with Chester E. Finn, Jr.) and Charter Schools at the

Crossroads: Predicaments, Paradoxes, Possibilities (with Chester E. Finn, Jr. and

Bruno V. Manno). His writing has appeared in places like the Wall Street Journal, the

Washington Post, U.S. News, the New York Daily News, the New York Post, National

Review, Newsweek, Education Next, Education Week, Phi Delta Kappan, the Journal

of School Choice, and dozens of state newspapers. He holds a J.D. from American

University Washington College of Law and a B.A. from the University of Michigan.

                    

IAG Student Cover Art Award: Baleigh McCollister (Teacher: Karen Gillie), The Career Academy at

Anthis, Fort Wayne Community School

"I created this year’s Indiana Association for the Gifted logo to fit the theme for this year, which is “Forty and the

Future”. My design consists of the words “Forty and the Future”, as well as the IAG current logo. The software used to

create this design was Adobe Illustrator, which is a design software for drawing and creating vector graphics.

Inspiration for this design came from of course the theme again, “Forty and the Future”, as well as the milestone of IAG

reaching 40 years together as an organization." 



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

ERIN MOHR & BROOKE DANIEL                       LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Be the Spark! Igniting the Passion for Authentic Learning

As two passionate educators who believe deeply in providing real-world learning by igniting student voice and choice,

we will share strategies for bringing these learning experiences to life in the high ability classroom and examples of

how students research, engage with members of the community, and spark authentic, student driven change in the

world around them. We know students invested in their learning maintain a higher level of cognitive engagement, and

our examples and demonstrations will help you clearly see how authentic learning, inquiry, and engagement help

students use their interests to spark learning that is purposeful and relevant!

 

1:45 PM-2:40 PM

JANN LEPPIEN                                                          LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Learning to Think, Thinking to Learn: Strategies to Empower Students

A focus on developing thinking skills allows students to take charge of their own learning, deepen their understandings,

and become more engaged. To cultivate student thinking and alertness to cognition requires tools and strategies for

educators to use in their classrooms. This session will focus on the varied practices, strategies, and routines that can be

used to deepen understanding and foster the desire for students to make their thinking visible as they interact with

peers.

BREAKOUT TWO

HEATHER CARMODY                                             LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Enrichment and Acceleration in Mathematics – Finding the Balance

The needs of gifted mathematics students, and how to best serve them have long been discussed. This session will

focus on a “both/and” approach with a blend of enrichment and acceleration. One school’s model, with distinct

programming from Pre-K to 12, will be described. We will talk about curriculum, placement processes, opportunities for

outside of class, and course offerings. After considering one school’s approach, participants will also be encouraged

to share experiences from their schools. This session is a chance to share expertise on finding the right balance of

enrichment and acceleration for gifted mathematics students.

NANCY CARR                                                         LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Effective Questioning & Discussion Engages Everyone in Critical Thinking

Explore the power of effective questioning and discussion strategies to differentiate learning and engage all students

in critical thinking. Learn to look for and enhance elements of high-quality questioning and student-centered

discussion, especially for students who may currently be under-identified for gifted services. Be better prepared to

support and develop all teachers' and students' abilities to engage in close reading, civil discourse, and deeper

learning by employing a sequence of inquiry-based learning activities and the characteristics of effective prepared

and spontaneous questions. Discover how and why shared inquiry learning brings everyone into the conversation about

essential questions and complex texts.

 



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

JASON BRUMBACK                                               LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Writing for an Authentic Audience

Too often in schools, students write essays that are only read by the teacher and scored with a rubric that doesn’t

really tell them anything about their writing.  In this session, attendees will learn about authentic writing experiences

with access to mentor texts to guide students toward writing with a purpose.  Writing should be about embracing the

human experience and sharing thoughts with others rather than learning how to score well on an exam.

 

1:45 PM-2:40 PM

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Picture Books that Break the Traditional Narrative Story Structure ... Developing
Visual Curiosity as well as Critical and Creative Advanced Learning Experiences

Not all picture books follow the traditional story format of character, plot, setting, and solution. Advanced young

readers will be challenged with these books offering an alternative structure. These books break traditional text format

and provide a nontraditional intriguing format that supports and broadens critical and creative thinking as well as

deeper levels of inferential comprehension. Alternative text structures beckon the advanced reader to ponder over the

pictures and text and then discover hidden meanings. Examples and explanations of these books support higher levels

of cognitive thinking. A bibliography of these cleverly authored and illustrated books will be shared.

BREAKOUT TWO

DENISE BAUGHMAN                                          LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Using Desmos to Explore Algebraic and Geometric Concepts

Desmos is much more than a free online scientific or graphing calculator.  Rather, it is an interactive, creative

experience that allows students to manipulate and demonstrate an understanding of mathematical concepts. This

session will explore teaching with Desmos in order to challenge math students. By working through samples of

classroom-ready tasks, participants will see what students can discover through Desmos. Technology allows gifted

learners to visualize concepts and to explore mathematical theory in creative and exciting ways. After viewing a

demonstration of the program, participants will be able to create their own presentations and ideas to bring back to

their classrooms.

MARY RUTH COLEMAN                                       LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

It Takes a Team: Twice-Exceptional (Gifted Students with Disabilities)

Students who are both gifted and learning disabled present us with unique and interesting opportunities as we work to

meet their needs. A national definition of 2e learners will be shared, and then we will examine the characteristics of

twice-exceptional learners using the Information Processing Model to show areas of strength and challenge.  Finally,

we will look at how strategies for supporting students with a blend of general, gifted, and special educational

experiences because it takes a team!

 



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

EDWARD AMEND                                                 LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Myths & Realities About Gifted Children

This session provides an overview of the social and emotional development of gifted children with an emphasis on

what has been learned from research. There are many myths that do not reflect the true realities of gifted children,

and gifted children generally develop in an asynchronous or uneven pattern, with, for example, intellectual

development typically outpacing emotional growth. This asynchrony and other characteristics, such as

overexcitabilities and perfectionism, can lead to difficulties in a gifted individual’s adjustment. The presenter will share

strategies to foster exploration of giftedness and the social and emotional aspects of growing up gifted.

 

1:45 PM-2:40 PM

GINGER LEWMAN                                        LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

Don't Land In Your Parent's Basement! 

Ginger outlines the free entrepreneurship tools & smart-bomb strategies she uses with lower, middle, and high school

students to help them want to develop intentional, strategic social media footprints. No more fighting or lecturing to

rolled eyes or tuned-out ears. This is important for all kids because even good kids can make dumb decisions online.

These kids WANT to do the right thing. Come learn how to foster smart digital citizenship by helping kids leverage

social entrepreneurship.

BREAKOUT TWO

KRISTIE SPEIRS NEUMEISTER & VIRGINIA BURNEY 

                                                                                     LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Partnering With Parents

Like their children, parents of gifted students can be intense, and sometimes this intensity may feel daunting to teachers to

know how to handle. If channeled correctly, however, this intensity can be a valuable resource in the classroom fueling

enriched learning experiences for gifted students. The presenters of this session will provide tips for interacting with parents

to cultivate productive partnerships that benefit everyone.

 

ELIZABETH KING & RYAN WALLICK                     LOCATION: ROOMS 204-205

The Sky’s the Limit: Allow Students to Soar with High Altitude Weather Balloons

Come hear how launching High Altitude Weather Balloons has helped us revolutionize our classrooms! This incredible long-

term project requires students to collaborate and think critically, provides opportunities to communicate with people outside

the classroom, and helps students learn about our amazing planet. In this session, we’ll talk about what a High Altitude

Weather Balloon is, and how you can integrate this exciting cross-curricular project into your classroom.   We’ll share ways to

design the project and align it to the standards, create meaningful learning objectives, and give you tips on the best

resources to use.  See how this project will increase student motivation and take learning to a whole new level!



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

ROBYN SPOON & MARGARET ASCOLANI    LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Unlocking Creativity: A Hands-On Workshop to Explore Three Steps to Problem-
Solving

Using a self-regulated learning foundation, we will be exploring creative problem-solving from two perspectives:

individual and group.  The cycle, consisting of three phases (forethought, performance, and self-regulation) captures

different aspects of problem-solving.  We will be walking through each of these phases while we solve real problems.

This workshop will enhance your ability to identify opportunities for intervention throughout the problem-solving process

and improve students’ creative, problem-solving skills.

 

2:50 PM-3:45 PM

CHRISSY SWEIGART                                             LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Capturing Imagination and Creativity with Art and Literature

Grabbing a student's imagination with an engaging story can lead to art that develops problem-solving skills, self

expression, and reflection.  We will explore a wide variety of text; from newly released picture books, famous artist

biographies, and childhood classics that help us engage our students in art.  Providing a wide variety of themes and

images can lead to inspiring students to explore the process of creating art and facilitate experiences that allow for

creativity, discovery, art history, and appreciation while also making connections with the literature all at the same

time!

BREAKOUT THREE

KIM PURSCH & KATRINA RODRIGUEZ                 LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Creating Positive Social Relationships in Early Childhood

Social-emotional skills and relationship building have been hot topics in gifted education, especially in the early

childhood years. As preschool teachers, we were curious about what we could do to support that learning as a cohesive

preschool team. By collaborating together, we created a safe and open space for children to learn about the

relationships they have with themselves and others.

 

NATHAN LEVY-VENDOR                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Dynamic Activities to Use with Gifted Children Impacted by Trauma

This workshop will focus on how to help children be better thinkers and learners.  The emphasis will be on the importance

of challenge, perseverance, and hard work as social-emotional components for acquiring skills that help gifted children

adapt to meet life’s expectations.  Practical ideas and materials will be presented that can have a positive impact on

gifted children with trauma.



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

IAG PAST AND PRESENT LEADERS AND BRANDON WRIGHT OF THE

FORDHAM FOUNDATION                                      LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Gifted Education: Past, Present, and Future

As IAG celebrates 40 years of advocating for gifted students, join us for this session to learn about the history of gifted

education in our state, the current educational climate, and future challenges and possibilities for gifted education

nationwide.  Perspectives will be shared from past and current state leaders in gifted education as well as a national

expert on trends in gifted education throughout the country.

 

2:50 PM-3:45 PM

ED ZACCARO-VENDOR                                       LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Meeting the Needs of Mathematically Gifted Students

Are you finding it difficult to meet the needs of  children who are gifted in mathematics? Children who are talented in

mathematics must not only progress through their curriculum at the proper pace, but also must be exposed to material

that lights a fire and nurtures their gift. A failure to find mathematics challenging, interesting, or relevant are

significant factors when children lose interest in mathematics. This session will cover the most important features of

programs that successfully meet the needs of mathematically gifted children.

BREAKOUT THREE

 

MELANIE BONDY-VENDOR                                        LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

Students Envision Their Futures With Fun, Real-World, Independent Projects

This energizing teacher presentation will demonstrate the creation and management of distinctive choice-based projects for

gifted students. Learn to engage your students with inquiry-based research guides that adapt to individual strengths and

develop personal ingenuity. By integrating real-world topics with critical thinking and choice, students generate focused, in-

depth life plans. View actual projects and portfolios, and hear inspirational stories of student growth. Don’t allow boredom

and lack of challenge to rob your gifted learners of their education! Entrust your gifted students with the power of personal

planning that leads to educational awakening, goal setting, and fulfillment.

PAT COONEY & DR. MARY GEISTING                LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

PCSC Journey toward Joy

Mr. Pat Cooney, PCSC assistant superintendent for Student Learning and Dr. Mary Giesting, director of The Imagination Lab

will describe Plainfield's academic journey over the past 8 years. Most of Plainfield's current initiatives are grounded in

curriculum developed for high ability learners.



MONDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 9, 2019

DAY 

HEATHER TONEY & MEGAN NIEDERHAUSER    LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Literature and Service Learning

Do you want to teach literature in a way that is meaningful and empowers students to make a difference in the world? By

combining contemporary literature and service learning, high school students are challenged to learn about social justice

issues in society by reading about them through literature. When students study issues of injustice that are relevant to

their own lives and society, they become deeply engaged in seeking change.

 

2:50 PM-3:45 PM
BREAKOUT THREE

JULIE FRIZZI-VENDOR                                    LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

5 Steps to Build Independent Problem Solvers

Fear is said to be the most powerful emotion known to humankind.  When children experience trauma or fearful events,

“staying stuck” patterns develop and continue throughout adulthood. Instead of MOVING FORWARD in life, students

continue repeated negative thoughts, feelings, and actions and consequently experience the same results.  After

attending this session you will be able to: (1) help students MOVE FORWARD by using a 5 Step Problem Solving Guide

(2) empower students to create powerful self-talk statements in order to increase confidence, focus, and resilience and

(3) practice mindful stretches to locate areas of resistance and stress.

 

ALISON SCHALK & LINDSAY DUNAWAY     LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Unleashing Creativity in the Digital World

Our students are immersed in the ever-changing digital world in which we live. Take a journey with us as we dive into the

benefits, and more importantly the how, of unleashing our students' creativity in a digital world. We will explore specific

programs, activities, tools, and resources that will help your students break free of the mundane and nurture their various

expressions of learning and communication of ideas. Bring your device because this hands-on session will have you creating,

too!

BUSINESS MEETING @ 4:00 PM                      LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

 

 



THANK YOU IAG ADVERTISERS!



TUESDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 10, 2019

DAY 

DORIS FULWIDER                                                 LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Read Your Way to a Love of Math: Picture Books that Support the Teaching of Higher-
Level Mathematics to Young People

Look beyond the pages of a traditional mathematics textbook to expose your young mathematicians to a variety of

interesting people and advanced ideas. Experience a collection of picture books that can be utilized in the elementary

math classroom to deeply explore the “real-world” side of math. Build a Pythagorean theorem proof; solve the Fibonacci

rabbit problem; understand why primes are known as the building blocks of larger numbers; play with circles, triangles,

and squares; construct a fractal tetrahedron, while using the basic operations of addition and multiplication to reveal

repeating patterns; and, with complete ease, read REALLY big numbers. Activities will be hands-on and interactive, and

extension resources for select titles, along with adult book recommendations for further teacher exploration, will be

provided. Open a picture book and watch the beauty of math fly off the pages straight into the open minds of your

capable and eager students!

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

TICKETED SESSION

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Inquiry-Based Learning, Developing a Culture of Wonder and Research in the English
Language Arts

Today’s high ability classroom environments are developing a teaching and learning approach that create a culture of

wonder and curiosity, through meaningful instruction and engaged student learning. This session will provide attendees

with opportunities to develop a systematic inquiry-based approach that creates a culture of asking and answering

questions. Transferable, evidence-based learning leads to independent investigations and enduring understanding.

Models of inquiry will be shared, teacher/student collaboration will be explored, and development of essential

questions from student-generated thinking will be highlighted. These inquiry elements will provide advanced and

accelerated students with rich learning experiences and transfer their knowledge into authentic learning opportunities.

 

RON BEGHETTO                                                        LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

The Beautiful Risk of Inviting Uncertainty into the Classroom

How might educators better support creative expression in classroom environments? In this interactive session, we will

discuss how taking the beautiful risk of providing students with opportunities to engage with uncertainty can serve as a

catalyst for creative expression. This is particularly important given that student learning experiences are often over-

planned and predetermined. This session will therefore focus on how educators might use lesson unplanning and legacy

projects to establish openings necessary for creative expression. A possibility thinking protocol will also be

demonstrated to illustrate how to transform challenges into creative possibilities.

JANN LEPPIEN                                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Quality Curriculum and Instruction for Advanced Learners: A Look at Essential Elements

A general principle of education is that curriculum should address and thus respect individual learner characteristics.

Curriculum designed to be a catalyst for developing advanced capacity in young people must be flexible enough to provide

them with appropriate challenge and support at all points in their evolution as learners. This session will share examples of

curricular planning tools, instructional pedagogies, and practices that can be used to design curricular options for advanced

level students. Come ready to think about how you can redesign an instructional unit for more depth and complexity.



TUESDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 10, 2019

DAY 

 

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

TICKETED SESSION

 

TAMRA STAMBAUGH                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Differentiating Through Concept-Based Instruction and Integrated Planning with English
Language Arts

Patterns repeat.  Interactions may be positive, negative, or mutually beneficial.  Power is connected to a source.  How are

these generalizations true for a story you are reading, a science experiment you just conducted, and a world event you just

studied? Gifted students benefit from engagement with advanced content organized conceptually.  Higher level thinking

requires students to relate, explain, or create their own generalizations to make meaning of key ideas, topics, concepts and

facts. During this session, you will have an opportunity to explore examples sourced from evidence supported English

Language Arts (ELA) units and ELA integrated science and/or social studies topics developed through a conceptual lens to

add abstractness to lessons and units. Learn how to integrate and plan conceptually and integrate content from multiple

disciplines. From the development of generalizations to the use of concept-based assessments, this session will support your

own concept-based curriculum planning and instruction and help your students see relationships within and across different

disciplines.

AMY PRICE AZANO                                                     LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Context Matters: Cultivating Talent in Place

Guided by research from a 5-year grant focused on supporting gifted education in high-poverty, rural schools, this workshop

will explore how rural communities can cultivate talent using critical, place-based pedagogy. Participants will have the

opportunity to engage in meaningful dialogue about the affordances and challenges in supporting – and even prioritizing –

high-achieving rural students, while also learning practical take-aways they can implement in their schools. The hands-on

format will give participants an opportunity to explore their own practices and how they might explore new opportunities.

Workshop objectives include: providing an overview of rural gifted education; engaging participants with current and

proposed place-based practices; and offering practical take aways related to cultivating rural talent by exploring the power

of place. The learning targets for this session include, providing the audience with: (1) An argument for why cultivating talent

in rural communities should be a priority; (2) Evidence to support the notion that place matters in educating rural youth; (3)

An opportunity for innovation as participants discuss, critique, and plan their own place-based practices; and (4) Practical

resources for implementing these local and place-specific ideas in their classes and schools.

GINGER LEWMAN                                                        LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Creating a Smart Digital Footprint with Student Social Entrepreneurship

In schools, we hear a lot about being safe online, how to not be a bully, and about not posting things we don’t want shared.

But in today’s world, social media is THE key to breaking out and building the foundation to whatever your goals are. We

HAVE to use it if we’re going to accomplish anything meaningful. Are you connecting with the right folks? How do you know

who the right folks are? And how do you create a digital footprint that doesn’t just follow you, but leads you down the path

to your dreams? Let’s gather ideas, learn some tools, and strategize!

KRISTIE SPEIRS NEUMEISTER & VIRGINIA BURNEY        LOCATION: ROOM 209      

High Ability Coordinator 101

This session, designed for new high ability coordinators, will provide hands-on guidance to understand the practical

responsibilities of the coordinator. This session will focus on:  Requirements and recommended processes for identification and

services of high ability students, ideas for creating an effective Broad-Based Planning Committee, curricular materials for high

ability education, and tips for collecting and interpreting data related to high ability identification and performance.
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8:30 AM-10:00 AM

TICKETED SESSION

 

MARY RUTH COLEMAN                                             LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

STEM: U-STARS-PLUS: Underrepresented Students and their Families

Partnering with families provides the wrap-around support that students need to be successful. But, engaging families in

meaningful ways can be challenging.  This interactive session will explore benefits and barriers to building and sustaining

family partnerships.  We will share and discuss strategies to eliminate deficit thinking, activate involvement, and engage

families in supporting their child’s academic success. U-STARS-PLUS family science take home packets will be shared as one

approach to family engagement.

EDWARD AMEND                                                       LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

The Many Faces of Giftedness

Gifted children come in many shapes and sizes. They sometimes do amazing things that make us smile. Other times, they say

things in public that make us cringe because their judgment is not always as advanced as their intellect. Some gifted

youngsters—the twice-exceptional—come with additional challenges. When they struggle, it can make us worry and cry. As

these gifted children grow, it is our guidance that helps them understand and face the challenges of growing up gifted. This

session explores the lives of gifted youngsters through case examples, guiding you on a journey through the joys and pitfalls

of teaching and raising challenging, gifted children.

ELLEN HONECK                                                   LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

Utilizing Instructional Strategies to Challenge Young Gifted Learners (PS-3rd)

Providing and using high quality culturally responsive curriculum is necessary for the 21st century. This session is specifically

geared toward early childhood and primary classroom teachers.  It will focus on concrete instructional strategies and

activities to challenge young gifted and high ability children in the regular and pull out classroom. Identifying and

recognizing instructional strategies within the four areas of differentiation– content, process, product, and environment-

should be incorporated when planning lessons. Strategies, tools and activities will be shared across differentiation and

content areas including language arts, math, science and social studies, as well as integrated hands on lessons, activities

and projects.  Sample activities, curriculum materials, and resources will be shared so educators have something to take

back to the classroom and put into practice.  These strategies will engage students in an effort to foster growth and meet

the unique needs of the young gifted learner!

JENNIFER RICHOTTE                                                  LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Underachievement: What Every Educator Needs to Know

She just doesn't like school anymore. He used to seem more motivated. I don't know what to do! Being labeled “gifted” does

not automatically imply that students will be engaged in learning or achieve to their fullest potential in school.  In this

session, we will explore why gifted students underachieve and discuss strategies that you can use to help address your

students’ underachieving behaviors.
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10:20 AM-11:15 AM
BREAKOUT ONE

 

AMY PRICE AZANO                                                     LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Alternative Identification Processes for Underrepresented Gifted Learners

This session, ideal for gifted coordinators and school administrators, will focus on the alternative identification processes

developed and implemented in a federally-funded grant focused on supporting gifted education in high-poverty rural

schools. This session will demonstrate how the grant used local norms on universal screeners and provided a place-based

(rural focused) professional development to teachers prior to having them complete a rating scale for students. These

alternative practices helped to identify students for gifted education services who might otherwise be "missed" by traditional

assessments.

DORIS FULWIDER                                                     LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Game On! Playful Practice in Math Class

What books are to reading, play is to mathematics. Playing games is a fun way for students to practice a wide variety of

math skills, everything from subitizing to strategy, numeracy to computational thinking, shape identification to spatial

reasoning, and patterns to multi-step problem solving. During this session, participants will be introduced to an assortment of

math games that integrate deep mathematical thinking into the gameplay. If you want to support the development of mighty

math minds and emphasize the beauty of math that is all around us, playing games is a powerful place to start.

MARISSA ARGUS & CHRISTOPHER HERRON           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Equity and Justice in the Classroom: Constructing Meaning with your Students

Join Chris and Marissa for an interactive presentation where you will learn strategies to create a more equitable and

inclusive classroom, as well as strategies for promoting thinking surrounding social justice with your students. Gifted students

can be outstanding critical thinkers, can take the lead with these ideas, and become forces of positive change.

EDWARD AMEND                                                        LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Is My Child Gifted or Just Smart? Understanding the Characteristics of Gifted Children

Some may think, “This child is bright, but not gifted.” Often, giftedness is confused with “genius” or some think that a child

isn’t gifted because he cannot “do everything well.” What is giftedness? What are the characteristics of a gifted child? This

presentation will focus on the characteristics of gifted children and the special needs associated with growing up gifted.

The presenter will help participants distinguish the “bright” child from “gifted” child and provide strategies to encourage

growth and development for all students.

MARLYSSA FILLMORE                                             LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Gifted but More: Improving the Current Identification Process to Better Identify and
Serve Twice Exceptional Students

Have you ever noticed your accelerated students struggling through specific content areas or units? What about your

student who seems capable of excelling academically but struggles to control her impulsivity? Due to a lack of identification,

there are likely far more twice exceptional (2E) learners in your class than you know. This presentation briefly reviews

important practices related to serving gifted students as well as students with disabilities, discusses difficulties in identifying

2E learners, and provides tools to better identify and serve this special class of students.
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JANN LEPPIEN                                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

From Inspiration to Creative Productivity: Facilitating and Inspiring Student Research

Through independent or group investigations, students can experience how their ideas and solutions can make a positive

change in their schools, communities, or the world. But, how can we inspire our students to tackle real world problems and

persevere throughout the process? This session will focus on introducing the process of research to students; acquiring

strategies for embedding research into the curriculum; teaching advanced research methodologies and tools to your young

researchers; and accessing sites and apps that support student research. If you love engaging students in research, come

share your ideas with us as you guide their success!

MARY RUTH COLEMAN                                             LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

Meeting the Needs of Students who are 2e

Five areas of programming for 2e learners will be presented: Finding each student’s strengths (honor these during school);

Supporting the areas of challenge (use tutorials and remediation); Teaching strategies to help students gain more

independence (organization, study skills, coping); Providing counseling and guidance support (must start early with self-

advocacy); and Involving parents on the team (united effort!). Universal Design for Learning approaches will be shared to

support access to rigorous and enriching content. Finally, transitions to post-secondary educational options for young adults

will be discussed.

NANCY CARR                                                               LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Effective Questioning & Discussion Engages Everyone in Critical Thinking

Explore the power of effective questioning and discussion strategies to differentiate learning and engage all students in

critical thinking. Learn to look for and enhance elements of high-quality questioning and student-centered discussion,

especially for students who may currently be under-identified for gifted services. Be better prepared to support and develop

all teachers' and students' abilities to engage in close reading, civil discourse and deeper learning by employing a sequence

of inquiry-based learning activities and the characteristics of effective prepared and spontaneous questions. Discover how

and why Shared Inquiry learning brings everyone into the conversation about essential questions and complex texts.

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                                   LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Personal Strength and Perseverance through the Lens of Author, Vera B. Williams, Artist
Georgia O’Keefe, and other Women of Notoriety

This session will take an inquiry approach connecting the motivation and persistence of noted women as mentors for the

advanced and gifted children we educate. Among the women of notoriety will be Vera B. Williams. Her award-winning

picture books depict and support diverse vignettes of life. Her stories are the mirrors and windows into the lives of many of

the children we educate. We will also take an investigative point of view of artist, Georgia O’Keefe. This extraordinary

American artist reinvented herself as her life evolved. Additional noteworthy women with characteristics of strength and

perseverance will be discussed and act as a springboard for furthering student inquiry and the understanding of what it

means to persist while finding meaning in what motives us.
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JULIE FRIZZI-VENDOR                                         LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

Creating Vulnerability in the Classroom

Connection sparks when we share our struggles. Can we teach children at a young age to be vulnerable in order to open

the doors to learning? Together we will create a connection by using mindful stories, movement, positive self-talk, journaling

activities, role-playing, and activities. Participants will: Learn how to tap into student’s social emotional learning to create a

trauma-sensitive classroom. Practice movement that will open the lines of communication. Demonstrate simple techniques to

evaluate social emotional learning.

BETH SIMPSON                                                                   LOCATION: ROOM 209

Effectively Differentiating Literature

While differentiating literature can be challenging, there are strategies, outside Lexile leveling, that work. This presentation

will demonstrate how to organize an effective system of differentiation that can be applied to any literature unit, including

pre-assessments, specific learning activities, periodic checks for understanding, and final assessments. Just apply to your

own units and watch your students grow!

JENNIFER RICHOTTE                                                  LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Professional Learning Strategies for Teachers of Underachieving Gifted Students

Professional learning on underachievement can provide valuable insights into why gifted students underachieve and help

teachers reframe how they see these students. To be most effective, professional learning activities need to be proactive

and evidence based. Research has consistently demonstrated that the most impactful professional learning activities have

the following features in common: (a) sustained duration, (b) content focus, and (c) active learning. In this session, you will

learn how to apply these components to the creation of classroom, school, and district-level professional learning activities

focused on gifted underachievement.

LAURENCE LEONHARDT                                                  LOCATION: ROOMS 204

Beyond the Box: Prompts to Encourage Critical Thinking in High School Students

Questioning strategies and classroom activities will be explored that can encourage students to expand their thinking in the

classroom, as well as suggestions for productively managing controversy or sensitive subjects.

LUNCH DOORS OPEN AT 11:30 AM 

PLEASE DO NOT GATHER NEAR THE DOORS DUE TO FIRE CODES

 

 



THANK YOU IAG ADVERTISERS AND CONTRIBUTORS!
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11:30 AM-1:30 PM

AWARDS                      

The Hazel Feldhusen Outstanding Teacher Award: 
Larry Leonhardt, Lawrence North High School and Debra Stewart, Sycamore School

The Indiana Association for the Gifted annually presents the Hazel Feldhusen Outstanding Teacher Award to an

individual teacher in a K-12 setting, whose exemplary classroom teaching demonstrates best practices in gifted

education and positively impacts those students in the teacher’s care. The Purdue University Gifted Education

Resource Institute sponsors this IAG Award (including a monetary award of $500) in recognition of Hazel Feldhusen

(1928-2007), an outstanding classroom teacher of the gifted in West Lafayette, Indiana, and the wife of Dr. John

Feldhusen (1926-2009), an early leader in gifted education.

LUNCH

                    

 

GINGER LEWMAN                                                               KEYNOTE ADDRESS            

Building Powerhouse Kids in Broken-Shoestring Times

The global education community is awakening to the reality that resilience is a scarce resource in the backpacks of

many of our youth...and that educators who work with kids in tough situations are also lacking in resiliency. And it's

taking a high toll on us in terms of stress, overwhelm, and a feeling of powerlessness. But the good news is that we

*can* build the capacity for resilience of both students and staff, and it's not hard or expensive to do! This high-

energy, high-impact keynote is meant to inform and inspire us to take a look around and to take care of ourselves and

one another.

 

 

Ginger is a national consultant & keynote speaker with ESSDACK, a non-profit

education service center based in Hutchinson, Kansas. Her high-energy keynotes

inspire educators to think differently about kids and learning. Her workshops help all

levels of educators figure out the tough daily work of Project/Problem Based

Learning, makerspaces in school, technology integration, and working with gifted &

high-ability learners. She’s deeply passionate about helping educators rethink and

revision what teaching and learning can be in today’s (and tomorrow’s) world.

CAMP GIVEAWAY                     

Purdue Gifted Education and Resource Institute

Purdue University’s Gifted Education Research and Resource Institute is pleased to offer a certificate for a current 5th –

12th grade high ability student student to attend our Summer Residential camp (a value of $2,400.00). This certificate

provides everything a camper will need for a two-week camp experience, including lodging and food, and can be used

for either the 2020 or 2021 camps held annually in July. Teachers are encouraged to provide this certificate to a

student with potential who may not have the means to attend any other way. More information about our youth

academic enrichment camps can be found at www.purdue.edu/geri.
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1:45 PM-2:40 PM
BREAKOUT TWO

 

JENNIFER HENDRY & MELISSA BRANIGAN          LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Service Learning in the Elementary Classroom

Developing curriculum-aligned service learning opportunities is key to supporting gifted learners in becoming global citizens

that create indelible change in their world.  This session will highlight the what, why, and how elements of service learning

while sharing key planning and implementation strategies that make service learning a success.  Attendees will leave ready

to successfully incorporate service learning into their curriculum with even the youngest students.

RON BEGHETTO                                                             LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

Deep Dive: The Beautiful Risk of Designing Creative Learning Experiences

This breakout session will provide participants with guided opportunities to start designing (or rework existing) learning

activities to encourage both creativity and deeper student learning. This session will provide a more tailored opportunity for

participants to apply insights and principles introduced in the ticketed session to their professional work.

TAMRA STAMBAUGH                                                 LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

The Rural Essence and Gifted Education

What is the essence of rural and to what extent does rural gifted education need to be accounted for when identifying and

planning instruction?  How can educators in rural districts maximize their resources, capitalize on community assets and

strengths, and support gifted student learning when a critical mass may not be available?  Together, we will examine the

rural essence, struggles and strengths of rural communities, and ideas for teaching, designing and leading gifted programs

in rural areas.

LAURA BELTCHENKO                                                   LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Primary Readers as Super Sleuths, Developing Critical and Creative Thinking through
Mystery Stories

Using a variety of picture books and developmentally appropriate early chapter books, we will explore the genre of

"mystery".  This session will advise attendees how to create an enriching and engaging literacy environment that develops

and advances the skill set of inferential problem solving as well as critical and creative thinking skills. "Clues", details and key

ideas, place a lens on close reading that beckon the reader to ponder over the pictures and text to discover hidden

meanings.  A bibliography of these cleverly authored and illustrated books that support inferential comprehension will be

shared.

HEIDI SCHULER-JONES & SUE SCHULER-VENDOR                 

                                                                                         LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Making Sense of Math with Muggins Math Manipulatives

In this hands-on workshop, we will see numeracy, operation sense, and core math concepts come to life with our original

Number Neighbors blocks and resources.  We also will use our unique Pre-algebra for Visual Learners tiles to explore zero

pairs and visually explain the concepts for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative numbers. 

Both manipulatives deepen conceptual understanding and supplement resources already in use in most classrooms.
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JASON BRUMBACK                                                    LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

Digital Storytelling

While much of the writing taking place in classrooms now focuses on how to make an argument or how to prove a point, it is

important to remember the importance of storytelling, which is often overlooked in classrooms.  This session will demonstrate

multiple ways in which students can use one-to-one devices and cellphones to create digital stories to share and document

their own experiences in a safe, creative way.  Quality fiction can sometimes represent a truth in a way that non-fiction

cannot, and we must encourage our students to think about how to best convey a story in order to affect an audience.

ELLEN HONECK                                                         LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Inspiring Creativity in Students of All Ages

Far too often, creativity diminishes once a child enters school. This session will emphasize the importance of creativity across

content areas and ages. It will focus on understanding curiosity, creativity, common misconceptions about creativity, positive

and negative aspects of creativity as well as the creative process. The development of a creative environment will be

addressed and specific suggestions provided. Creative thinking skills will be identified, and participants will acquire

strategies that foster development and implementation of these across all domains as well as curricular activities. The goal

will be to walk away with the creative spark to enhance your lessons!

BRIAN DINWIDDIE                                                        LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

The Journey to a Defensible High Ability Identification Process

In this session, participants will hear about the journey one district took to develop a systematic approach to identifying High

Ability learners, including the successes and challenges along the way. In the end, the district has a defensible identification

process that allows all stakeholders to speak a common language.

SHANNON ANDERSON                                              LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Bossy Pants, Perfectionists, and Slackers, Oh My!

If you have gifted students in your classroom, you know that it is not only a challenge to meet their academic needs, but also

a challenge to meet their unique social and emotional needs. Learn some strategies to deal with some of these issues, such

as perfectionism, underachievement, and how to help them develop appropriate leadership skills. Mentor texts, ideas, and

activities will be shared.
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BROOKE DANIEL                                                       LOCATION: ROOMS 204-205

Passionate for PBL Panel

Join eight educators in a conversation about our journey with project-based learning. In this session we will share

experiences, highlight success and failures, provide resources, answer questions, and more! We hope through a collective

conversation you leave inspired to empower your students and see why taking the risk and trying it in your own classroom is

worth it!

GINGER LEWMAN                                               LOCATION: GRIFFIN BALLROOM

How Project Based Learning (and other Learning by Doing) is Saving the World!

Learners today are more socially-connected than at any other time in history, but sadly, too few of them are leveraging the

powerful tools at hand to make a difference. Why? Because they have learned the lessons of school too acutely: sit still, wait

to be told what to do, and don’t step out of line. This is the way we may have been taught, but it’s no longer enough for the

world our kids are growing into. We want active kids. We want kids who take learning into their own hands and make it into

something more for themselves. But how do we allow that without losing control? Project Based Learning. It’s so much more

than just “doing projects,” as Ginger will show you. It just might save the world.

ELIZABETH KING & CHRISTINA CHAPMAN           LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203      

The Struggle is Real

For High Ability students who have always excelled academically, it can be devastating when they finally encounter a truly

challenging problem. These students may respond to challenges in a number of ways, including refusal to work, placing

blame on others, or becoming angry. The natural response for many educators is to help students through any obstacle.

However, guiding students through their frustrations builds up their toolbox of strategies for solving problems, and we should

not take that away from them. Join us to learn about some strategies you can use to make the most of the next time students

struggle.



TUESDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 10, 2019

DAY 

 

2:50 PM-3:45 PM
BREAKOUT THREE

 

DANA HARTZELL                                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER F

Math Tasks to Build Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is essential for students to develop as they journey through school and into the workforce. Mathematics is

the perfect subject to develop critical thinking skills with thought-provoking, real-life, in-depth tasks. Come learn about

higher-depth of knowledge tasks that you can use in your classroom immediately to improve your students' mathematical

thinking skills.

SHANNON ANDERSON                                           LOCATION: WHITE RIVER G-H

Be an Amazing Writing Teacher

Want strategies to stretch your writers' potential and increase creativity? Children's book author, teacher, and gifted

coordinator, Shannon Anderson, will share her experience from the classroom and as a professional writer to give you tips

and exercises you will use for many years to come. She'll even share the writing project that landed her an interview with the

Today Show!

AMY WACHNICKI                                                         LOCATION: WHITE RIVER E

High Ability in Rural Areas

Rural high ability programs hold unique challenges in identification, programming, funding, and teacher training to name a

few. We will take an honest look at what rural school corporations do well for high ability students and our areas where there

is room for growth. Join other high ability coordinators from rural districts as we network and share ideas to best meet the

needs of high ability students in these communities.

NATHAN LEVY-VENDOR                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER D

Powerful Strategies to Enhance the Learning of Gifted Students

This workshop, by noted Stories With Holes author Nathan Levy, explores numerous, proven ways to reach gifted learners in

challenging ways. Participants will leave with a variety of new strategies and specific ideas to help pupils become better

creative and critical thinkers.  A variety of successful teaching and parenting techniques relating to social and emotional

needs will be shared. Bring your thinking caps and your funny bones to this dynamic presentation.

LORI HENDERSON                                                       LOCATION: ROOMS 103-104

Executive Function and Gifted Student Success

Executive function has been an important topic in education during the last few years, but how does it relate to student

success in the gifted population? Picture your student or child who is so bright and capable but cannot seem to turn in his

homework. Or the child who dreams of being a great artist but melts down and destroys her creation at each mistake.  Poor

executive function in gifted children occurs frequently and sometimes results in their giftedness going unnoticed.  Recent

studies illustrate a focus on executive function may have more long-term benefits than emphasizing test scores. In this

session, we will break it down into specific skills by grade level (preschool-8th grade) and provide resources for you to infuse

lessons into your current teaching.

KRISTEN SEWARD                                                        LOCATION: WHITE RIVER C

Differentiating Instruction: Any Subject, Any Grade Level?

In this session, participants will learn how to differentiate any subject area for any grade level using motivational techniques

that infuse learning with appeal, challenge, choice, meaningfulness, and academic self-efficacy.



TUESDAY SCHEDULE

DAY 1 December 10, 2019

DAY 

 

2:50 PM-3:45 PM
BREAKOUT THREE

 

ED ZACCARO-VENDOR                                              LOCATION: WHITE RIVER I-J

10 Challenging Math Problems and the Problem-Solving Strategies to 
Successfully Solve Them

Because problem solving can be difficult - even for gifted students - it is important for students to have a "tool-belt" of

problem solving strategies. Many of the strategies presented in this session will force students to change their normal

thinking patterns and approach each problem in a different way. You will leave this session with many unique problem-

solving techniques that will help all students be more successful in math contests and on tests. This session will give you the

answer to the question frequently asked by children: When will we ever use algebra?

ROBYN SPOON & RYAN SPOON                            LOCATION: WHITE RIVER A-B

Design Thinking as a Mentorship Tool for STEM-based Community Service Projects

Community service can offer opportunities for students to enrich learning and authentically develop career interests;

however, it can be difficult for students with interests in STEM to find interesting community service options. We will be

exploring the use of The Design Thinking Model in mentoring opportunities with secondary students who wish to use their

interest in STEM to serve their communities. In addition, participants will get to hear a short presentation of an actual STEM-

based community service project from a secondary student, and have an opportunity to ask questions about how they can

support students’ interests in STEM-based community service.

CHRISTINA CHAPMAN & ELIZABETH KING             LOCATION: ROOMS 101-102

Apps and Zerts Appy Hour (K-6)

The introduction of technology in the classroom allows teachers to differentiate instruction for a variety of student levels.  In

this session, discover tools and strategies for independent learning that free up teacher time for conferencing and

individualized student support.  Utilize apps and extensions that push HA students toward exploration, discovery, and

innovation.  Whether you have a High Ability cluster class, self-contained HA class, or gen ed students needing a challenge,

our apps and zerts will feed your needs!

AMELIA PFLIEGER                                                      LOCATION: ROOMS 201-203

Identification - What, Why, How

Are you a new coordinator? Have you determined a procedure to identify High Ability students in your district? Do you want

to know more about universal screening, local norms, and standard age scores? Come and find out the different tools to use

to identify high ability in students.

MONICA PLANTAN                                                  LOCATION: ROOMS 204-205

The Role of Rubrics in the Gifted Classroom

Appropriate differentiation adjusted to the needs of gifted learners requires authentic and performance-based

assessments. Evaluating this type of learning often involves the use of rubrics, and teachers know that creating a quality,

criteria- or standards-based rubric can be a challenge. This session will address ways to provide meaningful formative and

summative feedback through rubrics, as well as ways to foster students' self-assessment and metacognition. Rubric ideas for

a variety of processes and products will be discussed, and samples will be provided to give participants the necessary tools

to create defensible rubrics for their classroom products.
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